
Participant Information Sheet

Perceptions and Experiences of Health Information and Misinformation in Ireland
This Participant Information Sheet is to inform you about an important project that needs your
help. Before you decide whether to participate in this study, please take a moment to read this
sheet. The sheet will help you to learn more about the purpose, risks, and benefits of taking
part in this research study.

Please take as much time as you need to decide whether to participate, and feel free to ask
any questions you may have. If you do decide to participate, you will also be asked to sign a
written consent form.

What is this research about?
The aim of this research is to gain a better understanding of how people get their information
about health topics. We are interested in understanding how people determine whether a piece
of health information is trustworthy, what might make it easier for people to find reliable health
information, and what kinds of support might be useful to professionals who are responsible for
delivering health information to public audiences.

Why is this research important?
We hope that this research will help improve the delivery of health information to the public,
with the aim of empowering people to make well-informed health choices.

What will happen if you choose to take part in this study?
You will take part in an interview at a day and time that suits you. You can choose to take part
in a one-to-one interview, or a group interview including 3-5 people at a time (called a focus
group interview).

1:1 interviews:
● Will be conducted by telephone or Zoom (whichever you prefer)
● Will last about 45 minutes and will be audio-recorded.

Focus group interviews:
● Will be conducted face-to-face OR by telephone or Zoom (whichever you prefer)
● Will last about 60 minutes and will be audio-recorded.

Depending on how many participants agree to take part, you may not be selected to
participate, even if you are eligible for the study. However, you will receive an email from a
member of our research team either way.

How will my information be used and protected?
Interviews will be audio-recorded, and then what people said will be put into written form
(called ‘transcribed’). After this, the recordings will be permanently deleted. Written copies of
the interviews will be stored securely and anonymously for the duration of the study, and for
seven years afterward, in accordance with the University of Galway’s data storage
recommendations.



All identifying details will be removed from written copies of the interview, and replaced with
codes or a participant identification number. Only members of the research team, who have
been trained in data protection practices, will have access to these anonymised transcripts. If
you wish to withdraw your interview data from the study, you have the right to do so for up to
one week after your interview.

The results of the study will not be used for commercial purposes, and data will only be
analysed to achieve the aims of the research study. Results of the study may be published in
peer-reviewed journals, or presented at academic conferences, but your identity will always
remain confidential. You may request to be provided with access to any written reports that
arise from this research.

Do I have to participate?
No. Your participation in this study is entirely voluntary. You may withdraw from the study at
any point before or during your interview. You may also skip any interview question that you
prefer not to answer, without question or penalty.

What happens if I change my mind about participating?
You may withdraw at any time before, during, or up to one week after the interview, without
giving any reason. There will be no penalty, loss of benefits, or other consequences for
withdrawing your participation.

What are the risks of participating in this research?
It is not anticipated that participating in this research poses any risks to you. However, if you do
experience any discomfort or distress, the interviewer will immediately stop the interview. If you
would like to talk more about something that came up during your interview, we will be happy
to recommend support to you. You may also raise any concerns with the principal investigator,
Johanna Pope, her supervisor, Dr Declan Devane, or the Chairperson of the University of
Galway Research Ethics Committee. Contact details for these individuals can be found below.

For further information:
If you have any further questions about this study at any point, please contact the principal
investigator for this project, Johanna Pope, using the contact details provided below.

Johanna Pope
School of Nursing and Midwifery
University of Galway
Aras Moyola, Upper Newcastle, Gaillimh, Ireland H91 TK33
Tel: +353 87 346 6259
Email: j.pope4@universityofgalway.ie

You may also contact Dr Declan Devane, who is responsible for supervision of this research.
His contact information is as follows:

Dr Declan Devane



School of Nursing and Midwifery
University of Galway
Aras Moyola, Upper Newcastle, Gaillimh, Ireland H91 TK33
Tel: +353 91 495 828
Email: declan.devane@universityofgalway.ie

If you have concerns about this study and wish to contact someone independent and in
confidence, you may contact ‘the Chairperson of the University of Galway Research Ethics
Committee, c/o Office of the Vice President for Research, University of Galway,
ethics@nuigalway.ie.

Funding
This project is funded by the Health Research Board and the College of Medicine, Nursing, and
Health Sciences at the University of Galway, and is led by Johanna Pope, who is based in the
School of Nursing and Midwifery at the University of Galway. The study received ethical
approval from the University of Galway Research Ethics Committee on 6/2/2023.
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